On 14-11-2022, the Views of Hon'ble Minister of Ports, Shipping and Waterways Sri Sarbananda

Sonowal Garu were published by various News agencies.

TATI) SARBANANDA SONOWAL
SHIPPING AND PORTS MINISTER

(Goal is to Ensure Private Cos’
Share in Cargo Handling Rises

Indiais eyeing cargo handling by
the private sector tojump to 85% by
2030 from 56%now asitimple:
ments the National Monetisation
Pipeline, minister for shipping and
ports Sarbananda Sonowal told ET
Total cargo handled at ports stood at
1251.38 milliontonnesin 202021,
Inaninterview to Twesh Mishra,
Sonowal, whoinaugurated the
Community Jettieson NW-1(River
Canga) inVaranasi, saidthe govern-
ment wants the private sector to
operate more jetties and terminals
andisopentorestoring financial
support for inland waterways,
Edited excerpts:

PM Gati Shakti lays emphasis on
development of inland water-
ways. How feasible is the plan?
The goalsare very feasibleif you
consider the progress inthe last
eight years. Upto 201314, cargo
handlingcapacity of infand water-
waysstood at only 16 million tonnes
per annum {mtpa). Injust eight
years, ithas risento 109 mtpa. This
massive growthhas been possible
because the government paid
attentionand developed infrastruc-
ture. Private sector was alsotaken
onboard by sensitising themabout
using therivers. Cargohandling
capacity hassignificantly increased
incoastal shipping, maritime trade,
mainline shipping and viainland
waterways. Development of com-
petitiveinfrastructure and bringing
downlogistics costsisakey focus
area for the government,

Whatisthe progress fromthe
shipping sector under National
Monetisation Pipeline (NMP)?
The shipping ministry'starget under
assetmonetisation s ¥12,550¢crore
for 2022-23, 0ur goalistoensure
that the cargo handling capacity of
the private sector growsunder the
plan, Private sector handles 56% of
thetotal cargo at present. Thisis
expectedtoincreaseto85%, We
would also want the private sector to

operate more jetties and terminals,

Youinaugurated Community
Jetties onNW-1(River Ganga) in
Varanasi last week. What s the
progress onNational Waterways?
We'll havetoputinmore effort. The
JalMarg Vikas Project (JMVP) aims
todevelop multimodal terminals on
the Ganga with assistanceof the
World Bank. Thisis followed by the
Project Arth Ganga which involves
building 60 community jetties from
Varanasito Haldia, covering four
statesover 1,390 km. These will
benefit people on both banks of the
river by easingmovement of pas:
senger and cargo vessels, These
programmes have expedited the
cultural and economic growthof
peoplelivingaroundthe Ganga, The
target for completionof JMVP
Gangais December 2023 and we
expecttocompleteitintime,

There has beenademand for
restoration of subsidy for moving
goods throughinland waterways
inthe North East region.

We are exploringevery aspect to
strengthen and encourage infand
waterwaysthat ultimately benefit
people in goods transportation and
provide seamiess connectivity inthat
region. We have had very engaging
discussions with the representatives
of state governments on how tomake
inland waterways analternative to
roads and rallways that will also be

. CONNECTIVITY FIRST

Weareexploringevery
aspecttostrengthen
inland waterways that
benefit people ingoods
transportationand
provide seamlesscon-
nectivity inthatregion

cost-effective with seamiess accessi-
bility interms of roads and jetties. We
are looking at it holisticaly,

There have been concerns about
corruption in dredging...
There are valid concerns around
dredging, Whocan check under the
riverbed? We havetried toaddress
these concerns. Wearerelyingon
drone technology through which we
canstudy ariverbed. It analso
assesstheextentof depthof dred-
ging. We havealsointroducedthe
concept of assured dredging Under
this,if acontractor istodredgetoa
depthof 2.5 metres, the payment wil
bewithheldif the target isnot met,
Attentionis being paid toensure
there s transparency inthese opera-
tions, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
isalsoconcerned about it

Wehave alsoinstructedthe
Dredging Corporation of India (DCI)
toenter the river sector.

[nland waterways will
reshape transportation

he proposal to push inland waterways
asa preferred mode of transportation
ties in with India’s vision of promoting
sustainable growth, especially in the
peripheral regions, and reducing India’s car-
bon footprint. The inland waterways will play
acrucial rolein realising Prime Minister (PM)
Narendra Modi's vision of making India a
zero-carbon emission country by 2070,

The inland waterways sector comprises
river systems, canals, backwaters, creeks and
tidal inlets. This allows the scope of transpor-
tation to expand and provide movement solu-
tions ata 30% lower cost than railways and a
60% lower cost than roadways. The neglect of
this mode of transportation has been reversed
since 2014, when the government madeita
mission to reinvigorate the inland
waterways system. In FY 2021-22,
cargo movement reached an all-
time high of 108.79 million tonnes
vis-a-vis 83,61 million tonnes during
the previous FY, registering a 30.12%

year-on-year growth, Weintendto - Garhananda
Sonowal

build on this success. Varanasi, one
of the oldest living cities, provides
the perfect platform.

Under the leadership of PM Modi,
India is working hard to transform the econ-
omy through this environment-friendly and
economical mode of transportation as India
moves towards becoming atmanirbhar (self-
reliant) during Amrit Kaal. Many crucial steps
such as the enhancement and development
ona priority basis of 23 national waterways,
boosting regional connectivity with Bangla-
desh, Nepal, Myanmar and Bhutan; the devel-
opment of terminal infrastructure for RO-RO
and ferry services and policy interventions to
incentivise the development of the inland
waterways sector are underway.

The visionary PM Gati Shakti National
Master Plan shows how to bring about the
Transformation through Transportation
spirit in India. With spending to the tune of
$L5 trillion on infrastructure development,
including rail, road and waterways connectiv-
ity, the efficiency and cost of logistics are
poised to be optimised and ensure last-mile
connectivity, paving the way for the seamless
movement of people and cargo. It's driven by
seven engines of growth, namely railways,
roads, ports, waterways, irports, mass trans-
port and logistics infrastructure. This also
means breaking down departmental silos.
This will translate into economic gains for
consumers, farmers, vouth, and those

engaged in businesses. It will improve supply
chains and will make local goods globally
competitive, The government is considering
arebate on land leases for industrial clusters
near the Inland Waterways Authority of India
(IWAI) terminals, offering multi-modal trans-
port options and logistics zones within indus-
trial clusters.

Priority development of National Water-
way-1 was undertaken through the Jal Vikas
Marg Project (JVMP), which includes Arth
Ganga, and they will give an economic boost
of 1,000 crore over the next five years.
Besides trade benefits, the local community's
enhancement and passenger facilitation will
also ensure large-scale skills development
and boost public/private sector capability.

A World Bank study shows that
one litre of fuel can move 105
tonne-km by inland water trans-
port, against 85 tonne-km by rail
and 24 tonne-km by road. Similarly,
the carbon emission per tonne-km
is 32-36 gm in the case of container
vessels, against 51-91 gm for road
transport vehicles. This also means
we must use renewable energy in
inland waterways.

With India’s burgeoning population and
increasing traffic, the development of inland
waterways will not only reduce travel time
and ensure a seamless journey for people and
goods, be cost-effective, and bring down pol-
lution levels, we can holistically design a pol-
icy that factors in safety, infrastructure sup-
port, inter-state coordination and integrate
with other transportation modes.

The government is committed to creating
solutions appropriate for the demands of the
future. The development of inland waterways
is astep in this direction to take development
into the heartland of the country and ensure
an environmentally responsible and econom:
ically sustainable mode of transportation that
can bear the load of the economic growth,
which will make India become an atmanir-
bhar country by 2047. With the spirit of Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas, Sabka
Prayas, the government is committed to
working with the people to develop inland
waterways as the preferred mode of transpor-
tation to adapt to future challenges and ena-
ble the transformation of India.

Sarbananda Sonowal is minister for ports, shipping
and inland waterways
The views expressed are personal
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Visakhapatnam Fishing Harbour (VFH) was established in the year 1976 by
Visakhapatnam Port with an investment of Rs.525 lakhs and is administered by the
Department of Fisheries, The VFH is situated in 24 hectares of land with a Wharf length of
1300 Mtrs. 5 Fishing Jetties, 6 Auction Halls, 01 Net mending hall. Export Procurement
Centre with 24 officers., 1300 Fishing Vessels operate from Visakhapatnam Fishing
Harbour, 150 Tons of fish catch per day, 700 mechanized boats, 450 motorized boats, 15
beach landing crafts and 150 non-motorized traditional crafts are operating at VFH.

Since the establishment of Fishing Harbour in 1976, there has been no major investment
except for general repairs and maintenance of Fishing Harbour. Now, under the
dynamic leadership of our Hon’ble Prime Minister Sri Narendra Modi Ji the Govt. have
taken a decision for Modernisation and upgradation of Visakhapatnam Fishing Harbour
with an investment of Rs.152 crores. In this connection, Foundation stone was laid by
Hon’ble Prime Minister Sri Narendra Modi Ji for Modernisation and upgradation of
Visakhapatnam Fishing Harbour and other projects in the presence of Hon'ble Chief
Minister of Govt. Of Andhra Pradesh Sri Y. S. Jagan Mohan Reddy Garu, Sri
Biswabhusan Harichandan Garu, Hon'ble Governor of Andhra Pradesh, Sri Shri Ashwini
Vaishnaw, Hon'ble Union Railways and IT Minister and others at Andhra University
Engineering Grounds on 12.11.2022.

The existing Fishing Harbour is being modernized with world class facilities to improve
the Fish catch, Storage, Exports and Quality of life with good ambience and provide
employment to additional 15,000 families. The key takeaways of the project are as follows:

e Presently it is taking 2 hours to off load the boats and the entire process is manual.
This is being automated with 40 Tripods. This will decrease the time taken to offload
the fish.

e Automation is being made with the installation of a Conveyor System for
movement of fish to the Auction Hall directly.

e Mechanized system from the boat to the Auction Hall

e Fish drying is presently carried out in the open area at the Fishing Harbour. It takes
2-3 days to dry the fish.

e 20 mechanised dryers will be installed

e Two Effluent Treatment Plant with a total capacity of 450 KLD to keep the
premises neat and clean

e 7)) Chill Room facility will be made available to store the unsold fish.
e Solid waste management system will be developed

e A 900 Sg.mtrs. Cold Chambers with a capacity of 50 Tons storage will be
developed.

e E-auction platform is proposed to be developed for selling of Fish.
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